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MATTHEW vi. 19, 20. 


Ley not up for your ſelves treaſures upon earth, where 
mock 2 raft 446 — = where thieves 
break through and —— But lay 1 or your. 
ſelves treaſures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
: ruſt doth corrupt, and where tdteves do not hr eat 
through nor fleal, 


UR Lord's parable, recorded in the twelfth 

F chapter St. Luke's Golpel, affords a 
lively comment on the words which I have read. 
We are there introduced to an acquaintance with 
the charafter of a rich man, who had every thing 
the preſent world affords in great abundance. 
His eſtate was ſo fertile, that his bans were too 
narrow to contain the produce; and he began tv 
think of pulling them — and of building others. 
on a . But in che midit of all his 
proſperity a ſummons came, for which he was 


wholly unprepared. God ſaid unto him, Thou 


fool, this night thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee +. 


then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be, which thou haſt. 
8 ?P” What a ſudden and awful change !. 
is wardrabe was ſtored. with rich apparel, but. a 
ſhrowd and a winding ſheet muſt now be his: 
ctoathing !. His manſion was elegant, and his barns: 
extenſive ; but a coffin muſt now receive his, cold 
remains! Of all his lands, only fix feet of earth 
are left him for a grave]! What a fool, to barter 
eternity for time; and leave his ſoul unprepared , 
for the day of death and judgment! Well might. 
our Lord, ſpeaking of this greateſt of all follies;: 
lay, „% ts every one who layeth up treaſure for, 
himſelf, and is not rich towards Cod.“ Luke xii. 21. 


p 
> 


1 
Our tert contains a twofott-exhortation, Ther 


firſt negative, ſhewing us what it is our wiſdom 
not to do; and the, ſecond -politives ſhewing us 
what it is our imereſ 2 duty to do, 

n SLOT LS * ih Meeren 5 u 1 ·˙ 

BY Ware eie vögatire pa rt df the 
exhartation zuſheny ing us hat wo: are — do do. 
Aa notwp Yor. yourfelve grtran/U mes earth Ste, 

| Jodaſures un: ka dard. il. thofe things bf a 
worldly nature, on which we uſually, — 


I mention this, becauſe ſome mo ay, be 5 


te lay, We are 2 I get bo brebchb 
ſweat oll our bios ; %. hy Lend o e 7 
laying upetielſufe, welle it'altogether' n 
rx fe, thu kuve little to do with the ext; ih 

you have chofen,””” But; dear Brethreh:' we ma 
de laying up teafure' upon” earth bend eic, 
rich, or in the way to becom ſo. For where * 
ons Lreafir 15, Vheve uhr heut br alſo.” wer. 21. 
And ve may reverſs dhe ſemime "a Fay} Where! || 
our heart is, there s our treafure- A Hs 'heart - 
may: be as- much ſet on''s' feather*'as 4 diamond! 
A ching of kttle* value may as effeAtually exc ge” 
the one thing needſul from is due ſhare vf our 
_ attefition, as a thing of much greater importance. 
We are prone to leck our Happinely in ſomething > 
beſides God ;"and-whether-it be  Palite or *or-! 
tags, a garment dedkb# ith" tinfel, by a ron oft 
gold, it is equally am idol, (if it that fee. 
tion wbich is due only' te God), and will prove? 
deſtructive ro our ſouls in time and eterhity.” The! 
demand that God makes is, * my /on give me Mind. 
heart,” If this be with- held from H m, Wbeßber, 
we are poor or rich, whether thetemptation he wt 
* or Wfarhing; our guilt”! is Edel g: 440 
and ourhuiw ęduafty certain. 

Wben dur Lord: forbids dur ſaying up Geib 
upon earth, he does not mèan to diſcountenance 
diligence 


(3) 


Aligence and induſtry in that ſation of life) in 


which his providence has placed us. Noy far from 
it. When he had created man, and placed him 
in Paradiſe, he appointed him his work. JA 
Lord God took the man, and put him into . the gar- 
den of Eden, to dreſs it and to keep it.“ Even in 
the ſtate of Innocence, when idleneſs could not 
have been attended with the temptations to: which 
it now gives occaſion, it was. not fit that man 
ſhould be unemployed. - The believing Romans 
(ch. x11; 11.) are exhorted by their 1 
Apoſtle to be at the ſame time diligent andꝭ acti ve 
in buſineſs, ana fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord.“ 
Our Religion has been ſlandered by:thoſe'whod-are 
ſtrangers to its nature, and uninfluenced by its 
ſpirit, as if it tended to produce in thoſe who ſeel 
its power an inattention to the ſeveral. relative 
duties of life, and inaftivity in worldly:.bufmeſe; 
This is a groſs falſhood. For thoſe, whoſe hearts 
are moſt under the guidance ol the:{pirit of Chriſt; 
will always be moſt attentive to the duties. of. the 
fituation in which God has placed them, and moſt 
active and diligent to © provide things honeſt inthe 


fight of all men.” The great Apoſtle of the Gen 


tiles has ſet us an example by working himſelf at 
bis trade as a tent-maker, rather than be burdens 
ſome to the church. He counted it no diſeredit 
to be found labouring with his own hands for his 
own ſupport. The induſtrious poor are, in the 
eye both of reaſon. and religion, more reſpettable 
than thoſe who eat the. bread of idleneſs. The 
pleſling of God in many reſpects uſually reſis on 
honeſt induſtry, Thoſe whom our Lord honoused 
With a call to the miniſtry of the Goſpel, he found 


1 


employed in their proper buſineſs. Janis A ſan 


Zebedee, and ohn his brother, were in a ſkif with 
Lebellee their father, mending their nas, when Chriſt 


3110 
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called them. And from hence we may conclude 
that the ſons of induſtry, being more in the way 
of duty, are alſo more in the way of ſalvation 
than the ſons of folly and idleneſs. 

Nor may we ſuppoſe, that our Lord's exhorta- 
tion in the text was meant to diſcountenance the 
propriety of making ſome temporal proviſion for 
the future relief of age, infirmity, and diſeaſe, 
On the contrary, were He perſonally preſent with 
us this day, (as we may hope He is by his Spirit 
according to his faithful promiſe, Matt. xxviii. 20.) 
he would aſſuredly commend the preſent inſtitution 
which has called us together, ſo far as it is con- 
duRted. © in the faith and fear of God, and to the 
praiſe of his holy name.” Only he would ſay, 
* render the inſtitution ſubſervient to the intereſts 
„of your ſouls, as well as your bodies. While 
„making a prudent proviſion for the future wants 
* of your bodies and thoſe. of your families, let me 
charge you not to forget that your ſouls have 
wants of a more urgent nature, and ſuperior ' 
* importance. See then that your inſtitution be 
made advantageous to both. Exhort one ano- 
ther to ſeek: the Lord and cleave to Him with 
* full. purpoſe of heart. Let all your meetings 
„begin and end with prayer and praiſe : with 
„prayer for a divine bleſling on your ſociety and 
its concerns, on your own fouls and bodies, and 
* thoſe of. your families and friends; with praiſe | 

v and thankſgiving for the bleſſings which you are 
daily receiving from the bountiful hand of God. 
See that all things in your meetings be done to 
* ed: fication.” In ſome ſuch manner as this would 
the Divine Friend of finners, if perſonally preſent, 
now addreſs you. Far would he be from expreſſing 
any diſapprobation of your ſociety. No, He himſelf 

in his word ſends: you to the irrational part of: the 
5 to learn ſrom thence the propriety of pro- 
| viding 


(7X) 
- viding for the future, with reſpeRt both to ſoul'and. 
body. ** Go to the ant thou 1 ler 
ways and be wiſe.” Prov. vi. 6. What is there in 
the natural hiſtory of this inſignificant inſet, 
from which man may learn wiſdom ? * She pro- 
videth her meat in the ſummer, and gatherath ler 
food in the harueſt; as if ſhe foreſa that winter is 
coming, in which no ſupply is to be obtained. 
You are wile therefore, my friends, in looki 
forward to a time, when your feeble hands wil 
be incapable of relieving your own neceſſities 
and thoſe of your houſholds. But you are wiſe 
indeed, if you are uſing the day of grace, ſo as to 
provide ſupport and comfort of a ſpiritual kind 
againſt the hour of death and the day of judgment. 
The Apoſtle (1. Tim. v. 8.) condemns that man 
as its than an infidel, whe negleRAs to provide 
for has own, 2228 thoſe of. his own houſe. 
But if that man as denied ie faith and is worſe than 
an inſidel, who neglects the temporal intereſts of 
thoſe committed to his truſt ; what - ſhall we-ſay -af 
him, who pays no attention te the ſpiritual and 
eternal concerns of them, with whoſe ſouls he is 
put in charge? Such conduct proves a man to be 
an infidel indeed. o ; „ 
What then does our Lord mean, if he had no 
intention to diſcourage induſtry or prudenee, by 
the exhortation in our text? He means chat it is 
\ the height of folly to put our truſt in, or expe 
our happineſs from, any, thing of an.earthly nature. 
This we are all prone to do, the poor as well. as 
the rich. It 1s too plain to need proof, that the 
hearts of the generality of men are:{etan;theworld 
and the things thereof: That the things which are 
ſeen are coveted more than thoje which are not 
feen : That their affections are rivetted. to things on 
earth, and not to things above, where Chriſt fitteth 
on the right hand of God. It matters not what is 


the 


| 
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the object of our choice, and the ſountain from 
whence we expect happineſs, if it be not God: it 
will ſurely leave us comfortleſs he n, when we 
moſt want conſolation, in the folemn hour of 
death, and at the tremendous day of Judgment: 
The alehouſe.may be as deſtructive to the poor, as 
the tavern or the ball-room to the rich. In dif. 
ferent ſtations of life we vary the object of our af- 
fection; but in every unconverted man and -wo- 
man ſome earthly idol is put in the place of God. 
And all “ Idolaters ſhall have their part in the lake 
that burneth with fre and brimſtone, which ts the ſe- 
eond death,” Rev. xxi. 8. O ſee, my beloved 
friends, that ye lay not up for yourſelves treaſures 
upon earth. — | 

Our Lord aſſigns a ſubſtantial reaſon: for the ad- 
vice he gives. On earth the moth and ruſt corrupt, 


and thizves break through and ſteal, the treaſures that. 


men fooliſhly lay up. Earthly poſſeſſions are un- 
certain and periſhrng in their nature. If a man has 
treaſures of apparel laid up in ſtore, the moth will 
conſume them. If he has gold or ſilver, and other 
valuables, the ruſt will corrupt them; or thieves 
may break through and ſteal them away. Pain and 
diſeaſe ſooner or later will put an end to all the 
pleafures: he derived from earthly poſſeſſions of 
whatever kind: and that arch-robber death will 


comesdithoutta poſſibility of preventing it, and 


diſpoſſeſs him of all. How 'glaring is the folly: of 
the children of this world with all their boaſted 
— ß “ 1 Pre I 29 
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"T'tome now in the ſeeond place lis conſider, 7815 
II. The poſitive patt of our Lord's exhorta- 


8» 


thon';' in which we are diretted, dy thelips of eter- 


nel t. tfüth, to the proſetution of that? which is our 
true” wiſdom aug higheſt Happineſs;  'Lay' up for 
y9uFFelbes tredſures 1 in heaven; thhere neither moth nor: 
rig doth co rupt, an fe Eve do nat break 
through. nor. Meal. e e 

Treaſures in lauen are all thoſe glorious things 
above, which God hath- prepared for 'them that! 
Ive Him. Theſe tnuſt be the objects of our pre- 


ſeit warmeſt” defirs! Ind «moſt. vigorous purſuit ; 


ecauſe theſe confticure the future inhetitance ofi 

e ſaints'in licht. But chen it-5y evident from 
Scripture and frott? the natute of the thing, that 
we muſt previouſly obtain, "through grace, ones a 
title to the inheritance, and @meetneſs ſor i it. 

1. We muſt obtain a title to the. ee 
before we can poſſeſs it. I truſt you're ſo well 
acquainted with the firſt principles of the doctrine 
oF tire bible, as to make it needleſs for me to in- 
form you, that we have all forfeited by fits our 
tle to the favor of God, and # place in 'his King- 
dom. We were taught, when“ inftrafted in the 
chufth--catechiſns,, to acknowledge ' ourſelves, 
„born in“ſin and children of wrath;” :fo that, if 
Golf were to deal with us after our ſins, and re-. 
7% ccrn to o iniquilies ; our portien 
would be for 58 i here, there id werping and 


| werlin 4 gaſh ng of teeth.” We can make no 


alonemnen t for fin committed, nor by any righteouf- 
neſs of bur own, avert the curfe of that law which 
we have broken, and -which-dooms us to everlaſt- 
mig miery ;- for the-wages of .in is death,” But. 
Uleffed b Cos Jeſus Chriſt died: on the eroſs to? 
regain for ad Wtitfe- to the ble ſtedneſs we had for- 
feſtech nc # pen the'kirggdopt theben to all 
beſieveis.“ His precious blood was ſhed to make 
a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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a full, perſect, and ſufficient atonement for ſin ; and 


his obedience, being imputed by grace, and truſted 
in by faith, juſtifies the ungodly. Now, my dear» 


I beloved brethren, we muſt be intereſted, in, 
hriſt crucified, before we can have any well, 
| — hope of happineſs in the other world. 


hat man only, who renounces all confidence in 
the fleſh, and, as a ſinner loſt and undone, truſts in 
Chriſt alone, has any title to admiſſion into the 
realms of glory, Whoſoever he be among you, 
that is unconcerned about ſalvation, that has never 
felt ſin as a damning evil, nor fled for refuge from 
the curſe it entails tothe croſs of Chriſt, that man 
is living without. Chriſt, and without any ſolid, 
foundation for hope towards God. Let me charge 
you, as your friend for Chrilt's ſake, to examine. 
yourſelves whether ye be-in the faith, and whether 
Chriſt be in you as the hope of glory. oy 

2. We muſt become meet, through grace, to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light, or we can never fee the face of God with 
comfort, This meetneſs we loſt in conſequence 
of the fall ; ſo that every man being by nature 
dead in treſpaſſes and fins, is, till converted, dif- 
qualified for the employments and. enjoyments of 
heaven. It muſt be evident to your .own reaſon, 
that a man, who loves the tavern or alehouſe hegter 
than any place of public worſhip, muſt be upfit to 
dwell-in the preſence of a pure and holy God.; 
That a man who delights in ſinful or even harm- 


— — REN 
Ed DDr 


leſs worldly converſation, more than in that which. | 


is ſpiritual and heavenly ; who loves the pleaſures. 


of ſin and worldly amuſements, more than the. 


pleaſures which religion affords, and. which. the. 


exerciſe of prayer and praiſe yields to the true 
vVvorſhippers of God; I ſay. it is evident, that ſuch 


a man is unfit for a place, where the pleaſures * 
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all ſpiritual and divine, and where every happy 


ſenſation ariſes from the knowledge and enjoy- 


ment of the God of glory. For without holine/5 


no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Now it is the office of 


the Spirit of God to make us holy, and to create 
us anew in Chriſt Jeſus. We have been taught 
to profeſs our faith in God the Holy Ghoſt, 


who ſanctifieth all the elect people of God.“ Has 


He fanQtified us? if not, where God is, we can 
never be; for there nothing, that is unclean, can 
enter. i 

To lay up treaſures in heaven, then, is to make 
theſe things the principal object of our ſerious 
regard. Whoſo is wiſe will ponder theſe things, 
and he ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord. The man, who is laboring after an ac- 
quaintanee with Jeſus Chriſt as the alone and all- 
ſufficient Saviour of peor ſinners, who is panting 


-after conformity to His image and likeneſs, is the 


happy perſon, who is Jaying up for himſelf trea- 


. ſures in heaven. His foul is athirſt for God. Do 


you afk, how ſuch a man is diſtinguiſhed from 
others? He lives in habits of prayer. Is he a 
poor man? Has he but few opportunities for re- 
tirement? Thoſe few he gleans up with care and 
diligence, and uſes with thankfulneſs for the pur- 
-poſe of ſeeking God, and the gift of his Spirit; 
that ſo his knowledge of Chriſt and ſalvation may 
increaſe more and more unto the perfect day. 
His Bible is a treaſure; which he prizes above all 
earthly bleſſings; and therein he meditates fre- 
quently and ſeriouſly, that he may become more 
acquainted with himſelf as a finner, and that 
Chriſt may be more precious to him as the only 
atoement for his guilt, and deliverer from hell. 
For the ſame purpoſes he is diligent in his attend - 

ce on all the means af grace, conſidering them 
Lv hors not 


1 
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not merely as forms and ceremonies, or mere atis 
of homage, which as a creature he owes to his 
: Creator ; but as divinely appoipted;means,j through 
which God has promiſed to, communicate to, his 
people knowledge, holineſs, and happinefs. Were 
you to aſk him, * what is the principal object of 
your ardent wiſhes ?” He would not heſitate.to an- 
ſwer with the apoſtle, © that. { may know Chriſt and | 
be found in Him.“ All things are in his eſteem - 
mere loſs and dung compared with the excellency | 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus his Saviour. Say, | 
my dear fellow ſinner, is this your. re | 
Are you thus laying up treaſures in heaven? | 
The unperiſhable nature of theſe heavenly es- | 
ſures is deſcribed in our text. They are ſuch as 
neither moth nor ruſt can corrupt, nor thieves break 
through and fleal, O how. deſirable a portion 
Poverty and ſickneſs, which deprive us of the en- 
joyment of worldly treaſures, contribute through 
grace to render Chriſt more precious, and; his pre- 
{ence more delightful, Death, which rip s the 
worldling of his all, puts the happy believer i in full 
poſſeſſion of that, which he lived in expeRation 
of. A true Chriſtian has. nothing to fear, and 
| every thing confidently. to expeth,, thai s really 
ood for him. May my lot be caſt, among the 
avored few, who are &. 7 up for themſelyes treq- 
ſures in heaven; and,who are born again to A lively 
hope of an inheritance incorruptible,.. undefiled, 
— that fadeth not away, which is reſerned. an 
heaven for them, who are kept by the pour wii tGod 
through faith unto ſalvatipn, randy ale 
the laſt time! ik alin botmiey 
Ho, lovely is the 3 of geh fl 
Methinks,.. there, is ſomething in that heather, 
when exhibited i in the lower rank ofgifts hich 
how on every ſide a: peculiar lures: Let: ug. at- 
6: tentively 
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ſatisfied with it, as 3 that ſtate of life tp 


unto Chriſt not with 7 . as a man fcaſer, 


but as the ſervant of Ch 


from the heart: wit 


if doing the' will of God 
- W 


ly expended in the maintenance of his Hee 


wiſe an 


14 


Joys, WI ; 
him ſrqm many temptatiqns, to which the. rich 
are expoſed, Such 4 man-enjys a refined 


plea» 
lure, 


64) 
fure, to which the profligate and drunkard muſt be 
ihfire ſtrangers. Iix his family the Chriſtian father 
thinks it 15 privileg and- duty to maintain the 
worſhip, of God from day to day; and in the beft 
manner he is able to lead his children to the thront 
of grace, and teach them to bend the knee to Him, 
from whom all bleſſings flow. He ſeizes with de- 
light the leifure hours from daily labor, to inſtruct, 
adviſe, comfort, and encourage his little circle in 
the way of Godlineſs. 

Let us follow him to the club. of which be is a 
member. He aſſociates himſelf with others for 
mutual "ſupport and comfort. He conſiders the 
uncertain continuance of health and life; and 
therefore deems it a duty he owes to God and to 
Bis family to lay by a Imali portion of his monthly 
wages to provide for a time, when through diſeaſe or 

e his hands may fail of being : able to ſupport him- 
felt and thoſe that depend on his Tabours. © While 
zfembled with his brethren in the club. room, if 
any thing is ſpoken or done to the diſbonor of 
God, he feels it his duty to give à word of reproof 
with meekneſs and love. He tries to introduce 
prayer and praiſe, to, maintain fobriety and decen- 
cy, and to promote the ſpiritual and eternal good 
df his beloved brethren. "A Chriſtian loves his 
_—_ on difintere ted principles, ape Jabouts X 

aff mines his true happin 
et us conſider the” conduct of 2 Chriſtian in 
Flatioits the civil ar under which be is 
protected, and to he owes obedience. A 
Chriſhan i in every e "of his coudut᷑t ma & the 
word of God his rufe. He ſtudies that word, that 
he:'may know what his duty is; and he prays ears 
neftly for grace, that he may be able to live 'accord- 


ing 
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i | 
ing to its directions. He dares not wreſt that 
word to give a ſanction to any thing that is wrong: 
however faſhionable it may he, or agreeable to 
fleſh and blood, His deſire is to hear the word of” 
God and do it. From a diligent peruſal of the 
ſcriptures he has learned to honour the King. He 
cannat join therefore with the lawleſs multitude in 
ſpeaking evil of dignities, He knows that there muſt 
be imperfection in all human eſtabliſhments, but 

| conſiders that it is not his province to arrange affairs, 
of ſtate, and therefore leaves them to the powers 
| that be as ordained of God. It is his duty to'ſub., 
| mit and obey, not only for wrath, but alſo for. 
conſcience /ake. He is well perſuaded that perſons, 

i who are not by providence placed at the helm of 

public affairs, are not in the ſtraight line of duty, 

J while judging and condemning the conduct of their 

y | ſuperiors ;- and deciding about matters, with which 

> | they muſt of neceſſity. be , wholly" ynacquainted. 

f The bible, and not the newſpaper, is the book he 

f ſtudies. He is too wiſe to ſuffer. the peace and 

f e n e mind ts be deloyed. his com- 

3 munion with God interrupted, and the concern 

5 of his own Salvation diminiſhed, by an interference 

d in things, which. he is not called to regulate. He. 

> recofletts our Lord's ſaying,. . What's that to thee ? 

5 Follow thoy me.“ Are taxes heavy ? He (ces it 

: his duty to pay tribute ta whom tribute is due With. 
in out murmuring or, complaining. Are proviſions 
is dear? He conſiders the war and its effects as to- 

A kens of the anger of God againſt a ſinful people: 

12 and therefore, inſtead of adding to national guilt 

at by, reviling the ruler of his people, he mourns in 

© ſecrei over thole national ſins, {not forgetting that | 

4. | his own have added to the black catalogue), which 


* we — * 2 — 


— —— 
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have brougbt down upon us the effefts of divine 


diſpleaſure; and, inſtead of blaming miniſters and 


ſtateſmen, ſerves his country effectually by the tear 


of true repentance and the prayer of faith. That 
man is the trueſt patriot, who moſt ſincerely and 
earneſtly ire the divine forgiveneſs and bleſ- 


ſing on His country; and ho moſt. firenuouſly en- 


deayors to promote its peace and general welfare. 
he humble Chriſtian knows, that there is but one 
way by which he is called to interfere in affairs of 
fate, (unleſs his Prince ſhiould particularly demand 
his aſſiſlance, and fhat'is, by ſtipplication and prayer. 
He therefore pities and prays 2 thoſe, who att ſo 


TTY IT” x! Ne Si gh * . 8 
inconſiſtently with their Chriſtian character, as to 


forget the divine direktion, Prov. xxiv. 21. My' 


Svn, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle 


not with them that are given to change” His d 

is clear and plain, to pe quiet and fubmiſſive; and, 

if evil exiſls, fo Tefer the cute of it to thoſe whoſe - 

proper province it. is to make reforms, , He has; 

more than end to do, to reform and regulate” 

his own heart." om 1 = J CO 2 0 oy = £218; 5 
Before I dro the ſubjeR, I - muſt not omit to 


review the 'happineſs bf the favored Chriſtian in 


G . 


the lower ranks” of life at the 'approach- of the 


* . 


Lord's fabbath.' All, the week, fa few moments 
ranſomed from labguf for prayer and praiſe” ex- 
cepted) has been dedicated to the dunes of his 
humble ſtation. Thöfé moments were precious, 
and ſerved {6 whet his appetite for the feaſt of fat 


things, which the day of God affords. The ap- 


proach of that ſeaſon of reſt he views with pleafure, | 
not as promiſing him leiſure fot diſſipation, ſaun- 
tering, or. worldly amuſement; but as affording ' 
him freedom from daily labor, in which maths 
jo os: trea 
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tread the courts of the Lord's houſe. Paſt experi- 
ence has taught him, that a day ſpent in God's hou 
is better than a thouſand. For there often times 
bis faith has been ſtrengthened, his hope enliven- 
ed, his proſpetts cheered: there the preſſures of 
poverty have been alleviated; and he has been 
taught to believe that %% light afflictions, which 
are but for a moment, work out for him a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. There he 
has learned on former occaſions to be content and 
thankful in that humble Rate, in which God has 
placed him; and there he hopes to have his feel 
ings of gratitude renewed for the happineſs of be- 
ing placed in thoſe circumſlances, 'which infinite 
wiſdom foreſaw would be moſt conducive 'to the 
eternal advantage of his foul. And how ſweet is 
the ſabbath to ſuch a worſhipper ! How lovely is 
the ſight, to ſee the Chriſtian parent leading. His 


little train to the temple of the Lord of Hoſts, 


Who, that conſiders the difficulty, with which 


the rich enter into the kingdom of God; and re- 
 colletts that 27 it is eaſter for a camel to go through 


the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 


into the kingdom of God ; who would ever envy the 


great their ſplendors, or the rich their abundance, 
if he knew how to put a due value on his ſoul 
and eternity! Who even in poverty would not ra- 
ther ſay, by the grace of God I am what I am. 
On ſuch a review of the Chriſtian character 


; Ought we. not to ſay with boldneſs, that religion's 


ways are ways of pleaſantne/s, and all her paths are 


peace ? 


Before I conclude, ſuffer me, my dear brethren, 
to endeavour to enforce on you the neceffity df 


laying up treaſures in heaven. You may toil and 


B 3 labour 


exchange for his ſoul? 
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labour in _ up treaſures on earth, and be 
diſappointed. Your ſchemes may be formed with 
prudence, and your induſtry be equal to your pru- 
dence; and yet you may be unable to obtain the 
object of your wiſhes. But he, who ſeeks the true 
riches, is ſure of ſucceſs: for God hath promiſed, 
(and God is truth) that ke who /eeteth ſhall find. 
And even after that you have obtained the riches 
of this world, you may ſoon, very ſoon be de- 
prived of them again. But the unſearchable riches 
of Chriſt are a portion for ever. Oh, let me be- 
eech you, be in earneſt to lay up treaſures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, 
nor thieves break through nor ſleal. The nature of 
your inſtitution proves the truth of what I have 
aſſerted. For what is your object in it, but to 
make a proviſion for ſickneſs and death? You do 
well. But ſhould not this put you in remem- 


brance that ſickneſs and death are coming? Their 
approach is certain, and may be ſpeedy and ſud- 


den. Ought you not then to be anxious in mak- 
ing a proviſion for your ſoul ? What, is the ſal- 
vation of the ſoul of no value ? While you ſhew 
compaſſion to the wants of your mortal body, 
will you vouchſafe to ſhew none to your precious 
and immortal ſpirit? One would almoſt think 
from the ke of many, that man differed not 
rom the beaſts that periſh, But, my dear brother, 
keep in remembrance that there is an awſul eter- 
nity before you of happineſs or miſery : and what 
25 4 man — if he —_ gain the whole world 
end loſe his own ſoul? Or what ſhall a man give in 


ay - 
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In page 14, the duty of a Chriſtian towards 
civil government is illuſtrated and maintained. 
And. what has been advanced on that fubjett de- 
rives the fulleſt ſupport, both from the word of 

God, and the practice of the primitive church. 
The book of God is in every ones hands, and 
may eaſily be conſulted. Read and obey. But 
the practice of the primitive church in this reſpect 
may not be ſo generally known. For the better 
information therefore of the ignorant, it will be 
proper to ſubjoin the following extract from Milner a 
N of the Church of Chriſt, vol. 1. page 553. 
„The moſt ſingularly ſtriking characteriſtic of 
this people (Chriſtians) has not yet been noticed: 
Though they had a regular polity, guarded by 
great firiftneſs of diſcipline, diſtinguiſhed into a 
number of communities, each adminiſtered by a 
biſhop, preſbyters and deacons, and concentrated 

by general councils held from time to time; the 

neither had, nor ſtrove to obtain the leaft ſecular 

' ſupport of any kind. They lay expoſed to the 
rage of the whole world around them, incited by 

its natural enmity - againſt God and love of in, 
and finding itſelf condemned by theſe upſtarts as 
deſervedly obnoxious to the divine A 
The whole Roman world embraced thouſands of 
diſcordant ſetts and parties; theſe all tolerated one 
another, becauſe all agreed to treat ſin with lenity, 
and to allow one another's religion to be right, on 
the whole. It was impoſſible for Chriſtians to do 
this: hence the ſpirit of perſecution .was excited, 
and whoever at this day lives in the ſame ſincere 

„ „ % eg 58-208 HIGHS „ hotly 
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hoſtility againſt all fin, and the exerciſe of the 


ſame charity, patience, and heavenly mindedneſs 
as they did, will undeſignedly, yet unqueſtionably | 
excite the wrath of the reſt Sq mankind, juſt in 
the ſame manner. But how precarious their ſtate 
in ſociety was, on this account, is evident. They 
had not the leaſt legal or ſecular aid againſt perſe- 
cution. Obliged, like the reſt of the ſubjects of 
the Roman Empire, to contribute to the general 
defence, to ſerve in the Roman armies when cal- 
led on, as much as others, they had no civil pri- 
vileges: if an Emperor choſe to perſecute, they 
were perfectly defenceleſs, and had no political 
reſource againſt oppreſſion. | | 
What could be the reaſon of this ? Shall we ſay 
their circumſtances were, during the firſt three 
hundred years, too low, and their means too weak 
to encourage them to attempt any thing of. this 
kind? This has been ſaid by thoſe who are not 
willing to allow that their paſſiveneſs under inju- 
ries proceeded from principle. But ſuppoſe now 
that they thought it right to reſiſt ne powers that be, 
and that thoſe who reſiſt do not receive to themſelves 
damnation, but merit the tribute of "applauſe for 
ſupporting the natural rights of man ; then as no 
people on earth were ever more unjuſtly treated, 
they would naturally feel their injuries as other 
men do, and admitting them too weak and incon- 
ſiderable in the firſt century, to have attempted 
any thing, ſurely in the ſecond, and much more in 
the third, their thouſands and tens of thouſands muſt 
have been capable of ſhaking the foundations of 
the empire. So far from being without means, 
they ſeem to have had much greater than many, 
who have diſturbed the repoſe of kingdoms. 1 
ere 


\ 
\ 
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Here is Imperium in imperio,” a regular well 
united Phalanx of men, inured to frugal habits and 
a variety of hardſhips; not a mere mob of level- 
lers, but men taught to obey their religious gover- 
nors, and ſubmitting to great'ſtrifneſs of diſcipline, 
Among their governors, if hiſtory had not informed 
us ſo, we are ſure there muſt have been ſome men 
of genius, fortitude, and capacity, who already had 
exerciſed. their talents in the art of government, 
and poſſeſſed that eloquence which inflames the 
paſſions of the lower fort. Cyprian of Carthage is 
undoubtedly one of theſe. The ſame courage; 
eapaeity, diſcretion, and activity, which made him 
an oracle over half the Roman empire among 
Chriſtians, would, had it been exerciſed in a mili- 
tary line, have been formidable to the throne of 
the Cæſars. Their brethren in the Roman armies 
mg have taught them military diſcipline ; the 
riches Which à number of them poſſeſſed might 
have purchaſed arms and military ſtores. Thoſe 
captiye biſhops, who gained ſo ſtrong an aſcendant 
over the ignorant barbarous nations, might have 
eaſily effected an alliance between them and thoſe 
of the Chriſtian name. a 
The reader ſees the conſequence: I do not ſay 
they would have prevailed! in the end; nothing 
is more uncertain than the iſſue of war: but ſup- 
poſing them to have thought reſiſtance lawful; 
amidſt the diſtractions of the Roman empire from 
within and from without, they had both temp- 
tations and probabilities ſufficiently ſtrong to have 
excited a rebellion, ſuch as any other people 
would have done, who in knowledge and*civili- 
zation were not inferior to thoſe among whom 
they lived. The conclufion Teems undeniable; if 

1 a 
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a ſet of men are very unjuſtly treated, have pro- 
bable means of redreſſing themſelves by force, and 
think it lawful to uſe. thoſe means, they will do ſo 
of courſe. On the contrary, it appears not from 
a few paſſages here and there only, but from the 
whole tenour of their writings, and, what is {till 
more, from their uniſorm practice, without a ſin- 

gle exception, that they thonght it unchriſtian to. 
ſeek this mode of relief. Patience, and prayer, 
and charity were their only arms. Nor do you 
find a ſingle inſtance of a Chriſtian intermeddling 
with the politics of his time. 2 : 
Miuſt we not then ſay that they underſtood the 
rules laid down in the thirteenth chapter to the 
Romans, and other parts of the new teſtament, in 
a literal manner ? That they thought it wrong to 
revenge injuries, public as well as private, and 
referred themſelves wholly to Him who hath ſaid, 
Vengeance is mine! I believe we have no other 
alternative. This was the ſum of Chriflian politics; 
and in this light what an advantage this ſpirit 
proved to them in making them ſeel themſelves 

ſtrangers and pilgrims on earth, in cauſing them to 
long for the heavenly ſtate, in deadening their af- 
fections to the world, and in exercifing them in 
faith. and charity, is not hard. to conceive ; and 
whenever. real Chriſtians, in our times, ſhall, more 
fully. emancipate themſelves. from the ambitious 
notions, with which the preſent habits and preju- 
dices of men infect them, and thro' Divine grace 
catch the ſpirit of the primitive believers in this 
point, they will then ſee a beauty in the new teſ- 
tament principles, on this. ſubje&t, of which they 
have now little idea: the love of the world wil 
ceaſe ſo ſtrongly to entangle them, and primitive 
, | | | and 


and obey the King, or 
pleaſed to ſet over me, as well as to expect he 
| thould pony apa and protect me, whom God is 


fear Cod; and. de, the King; Ge" 
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and apoſtolic faith and practice may again viſit the 
earth in its genuine ſimplicity.” | LN 


The following extract from the private thoughts 


of that moſt excellent prelate, Biſhop Beveridge 
- will prove, that the genuine ſpirit of chriſtianity 
in every age produces the ſame effects. Gs, 


LI am reſolved, by the race of God, to —— 
rince, whom God is 


pleaſed to ſet under him.“ 
* The King of 'kings, and Lord of lords, the 


great and glorious Monarch of all the world, having 


enacted many gracious laws, is pleaſed to ſet over 
every kingdom and nation ſuch perſons, as may put 


them in execution. So that I cannot but look 


upon a lawful King, as truly a repreſentative of the 
moſt high God, as a parliament is of the people. 
And I am therefore perſuaded, that whoſoever re- 
bels _ him, rebels againſt God Himſelf; 


- not only in that he rebels againſt the ordmance-of 


God, and ſo againſt the God of that ordinance ; 
but becauſe he rebels againſt him, whom God 
hath ſet up as His vicegerent, to repreſent his per- 
ſon, and execute His Laws in ſuch a part of His 
dominions. Hence is it that theſe two proce ts, 


| o 'often 
joined together in Holy writ ; for he that fears 


God's power cannot but honour His authority ; 


and he that honours not: the King, tliat repreſents 
God, cannot be. ſaid to fear, God, who is re- 
preſented by him. And hence likewiſe it is, that 
God hath, been as ſtrict and expreſs in enjoining 


us obedience to our Governors, as to Himſelf: 


Fol: 
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For, thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Rom. xiii. 1. 
Let every ſoul be ſubject to the higher powers. Why ? 
Becauſe Mere is no power but of God, the powers 
. that be are ordained 'of God And he has de- 
. nounced as great judgment againſt ſuch as rebel 
againſt the Magiſtrate He hath ordained, as againſt 
thoſe that rebel againſt Himſelf ; For who/cever re- 
feſketh'the power, repleth the ordinance of God ; and 
they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation, 
v. 2. So that the wrath of God ſhall as certainly 
fall upon thoſe that riſe up againſt the King, as 
upon thoſe that fight againſt God. And no won- 
. der that the puniſhment ſhould be-the ſame, when 
the fault is the ſame : For he, that fights againſt his 
King, fights againſt God Himſelf, who hath inveſ- 
ted him with that power and authority to govern 
His people, repreſenting His own gloriousMajeſty 
before them.” . . < ve 15: hn 


THE END. 
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